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Topics  discussed  at  the  preliminary  meeting  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  in  1920,  and  proposed  by  that 
meeting  for  further  study  and  discussion 
throughout  the  world. 

The  Church  and  the  nature  of  the  reunited  Church. 

What  is  the  place  of  the  Bible  and  a Creed  in  relation  to  reunion? 


Five  Series  of  Questions 

First  Series  proposed  by  the  Subjects  Committee. 

Questions  concerning  the  Faith  of  the 
reunited  Church. 

1.  What  degree  of  unity  in  Faith  will  be  necessary  in  a reunited 
Church? 

2.  Is  a statement  of  this  one  Faith  in  the  form  of  a Creed  necessary 
or  desirable? 

3.  If  so,  what  Creed  should  be  used?  or  what  other  formulary  would 
be  desirable? 

4.  What  are  the  proper  uses  of  a Creed  and  of  a Confession  of  Faith? 

Second  Series.  The  Ministry  in  the  reunited 

Church. 

1.  What  degree  of  unity  in  the  matter  of  order  will  be  necessary  in 
a reunited  Church? 

2.  Is  it  necessary  that  there  should  be  a common  Ministry  univer- 
sally recognised? 

3.  If  so,  of  what  orders  or  kinds  of  Ministers  will  this  Ministry  con- 
sist? 

4.  Will  the  reunited  Church  require  as  necessary  any  conditions 
precedent  to  ordination  or  any  particular  manner  of  ordination? 

5.  If  so,  what  conditions  precedent  to  ordination  and  what  manner 
of  ordination  ought  to  be  required? 
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Third  Series.  The  Church. 


1.  How  was  the  Church  founded?  Is  it  in  any  specific  sense  a 
divine  institution? 

2.  What  are  the  essential  characteristics  of  the  Church?  and  in 
particular  what  is  the  relation  of  the  Church  to  Christ  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit? 

3.  What  are  the  visible  marks  of  the  Church  on  earth? 

4.  What  is  the  relation  of  the  Church  to  the  Churches? 

5.  What  is  the  relation  of  the  Church  to  the  Kingdom  of  God? 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  consideration  of  the  above  questions,  the  Subjects  Com- 
mittee would  draw  attention  to  the  following  extracts  from  an  agreed  statement  on 
the  nature  of  the  Church  put  forward  by  the  joint  Conference  of  Anglicans  and  Free 
Churchmen  meeting  at  Lambeth  in  London,  England,  under  the  Chairmanship  of 
the  Archbishop  of  York.  It  is  here  given  simply  for  the  information  of  those  con- 
cerned and  it  is  not  intended  that  all  the  subjects  it  raises  should  be  dealt  with  in  the 
answers,  e.g.,  the  Sacraments  and  the  Ministry  are  dealt  with  in  two  other  series  of 
questions. 


REPORT  ON  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

1.  The  foundation  of  the  Church  rests  not  upon  the  will  or  consent 
or  beliefs  of  men,  whether  as  individuals  or  as  societies,  but  upon  the 
creative  Will  of  God. 

2.  The  Church  is  the  Body  of  Christ,  and  its  constitutive  principle 
is  Christ  Himself,  living  in  His  members  through  His  Spirit. 

3.  As  there  is  but  one  Christ,  and  one  Life  in  Him,  so  there  is  and 
can  be  but  one  Church. 

4.  This  one  Church  consists  of  all  those  who  have  been,  or  are  being, 
redeemed  by  and  in  Christ,  whether  in  this  world  or  in  the  world  beyond 
our  sight,  but  it  has  its  expression  in  this  world  in  a visible  form.  Yet 
the  Church,  as  invisible  and  as  visible,  is,  by  virtue  of  its  one  life  in 
Christ,  one. 

5.  This  visible  Church  was  instituted  by  Christ  as  a fellowship  of 
men  united  with  Him,  and  in  Him  with  one  another,  to  be  His  witness 
and  His  instrument  in  the  spread  of  His  Kingdom  on  earth. 

6.  As  a visible  Church  it  must  possess  certain  visible  and  recognis- 
able marks  whereby  it  can  be  seen  and  known  by  men.  These  have 
been  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles  at  least  the  following:  (a)  The 
profession  of  faith  in  God  as  revealed  and  incarnate  in  Christ;  (b)  the 
observance  of  the  two  Sacraments  ordained  by  Christ  Himself ; (c)  an 
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ideal  of  the  Christian  life  protected  by  a common  discipline;  (d)  a 
ministry,  representative  of  the  Church,  for  the  preaching  of  the  Word, 
the  administration  of  the  Sacraments,  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
unity  and  continuity  of  the  Church’s  witness  and  work. 

7.  Baptism  is  by  the  ordinance  of  Christ  and  of  His  Apostles  the 
outward  and  visible  sign  of  admission  into  membership  of  the  Church. 

8.  The  Church  visible  on  earth  ought  to  express  and  manifest  to  the 
world  by  its  own  visible  unity  the  one  Life  in  Christ  of  the  one  Body. 

9.  The  true  relation  of  the  Church  and  local  Churches  is  that  which 
is  described  in  the  New  Testament  — namely,  that  the  Churches  are 
the  local  representatives  of  the  One  Church.  The  actual  situation 
brought  about  in  the  course  of  history  in  which  there  are  different  and 
even  rival  denominational  Churches  independent  of  each  other  and 
existing  together  in  the  same  locality,  whatever  justification  arising 
out  of  historical  circumstances  may  be  claimed  for  these  temporary 
separations,  cannot  be  regarded  as  in  accordance  with  the  Purpose  of 
Christ,  and  every  endeavour  ought  to  be  made  to  restore  the  true  posi- 
tion as  set  forth  in  the  New  Testament. 

The  complete  report  is  printed  in  the  World  Conference  pamphlet  No.  35,  Hopeful 
Conferences  in  England  and  Australia,  sent  free  on  application  to  the  Secretariat. 
The  members  of  the  conference  adopting  the  report  were  (for  the  National  Council 
of  Evangelical  Free  Churches) 

Rev.  J.  D.  Jones,  M.A.,  D.D.  (Moderator);  Rev.  Charles  Brown,  D.D.;  Rev. 
W.  T.  Davison,  M.A.,  D.D.;  Sir  Walter  Essex;  Rev.  W.  Y.  Fullerton;  Rev.  A.  E. 
Garvie,  M.A.,  D.D.;  Rev.  R.  C.  Gillie,  M.A.;  Sir  Alfred  Pearce  Gould,  K.C.V.O., 
M.S.;  Rev.  A.  J.  Viner;  Rev.  S.  Horton;  Rev.  H.  Maldwyn  Hughes,  B.A., 
D.D.;  Rev.  J.  Scott  Lidgett,  M.A.,  D.D.;  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Mumford;  Rev. 
T.  Nightingale;  Prof.  A.  S.  Peake,  M.A.,  D.D.;  Rev.  Alex.  Ramsay,  D.D.; 
Right  Hon.  Walter  Runciman;  Rev.  W.  B.  Selbie,  M.A.,  D.D.;  Rev.  J.  Alfred 
Sharp;  Rev.  P.  Carnegie  Simpson,  M.A.,  D.D.;  Right  Hon.  J.  H.  Whitley,  M.P.; 
Rev.  Henry  Smith ; Rev.  W.  Lewis  Robertson,  M .A. ; Rev.  Walter  H.  Armstrong, 
and  Rev.  J.  H.  Shakespeare,  M.A.,  D.D.,  secretaries, 

and  (for  the  Church  of  England) 

the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Archbishop  of  York,  the  Bishops  of  London, 
Winchester,  Gloucester,  Ely,  Lichfield,  Peterborough,  Chelmsford,  Hereford, 
and  Ripon,  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Dr.  Headlam  (now  Bishop  of  Gloucester), 
and  Dr.  Walter  Frere. 
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Fourth  Series.  The  Christian  Moral  Ideal. 

Neither  the  essential  nature  nor  the  unity  of  the  Church  can  be 
adequately  represented  without  a clear  affirmation  of  the  moral  ideal 
both  for  the  individual  and  for  society,  which  our  Lord  expressed  in 
word  and  deed,  and  which  the  Holy  Spirit  is  ever  impelling  the  Church 
and  its  members  to  realise. 

It  is  thought  that  some  definite  assertion  of  this  ideal  should  be 
made  at  the  World  Conference,  as  showing  that  Christians  of  all 
Churches  have  a strong  bond  of  union  in  their  conception  of  Christian 
service  and  their  enthusiasm  for  it. 

The  following  questions  are  proposed  in  order  to  elicit  opinions  on 
the  question  what  are  the  main  and  most  representative  elements  in 
that  ideal. 

Note.  In  answering  the  questions,  groups  are  requested  (a)  to  report  whether 
the  Group  agrees  to  each  statement  and  whether  a general  agreement  in  that  sense 
exists  in  the  Christian  Circles  to  which  the  members  of  the  Group  belong,  and  (b) 
in  case  a Group  does  not  agree  to  any  statement,  to  give  its  reasons  and  to  frame  a 
statement  on  the  same  subject  which  it  believes  to  be  truer  and  likely  to  be  more 
generally  accepted. 

1.  Is  it  agreed  that  the  ideal  of  individual  life  is  such  as  is  represented 
by  the  Beatitudes  and  by  Saint  Paul’s  account  of  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit, 
and  that  this  is  a specifically  Christian  character  and  stands  opposed 
to  worldliness,  self-assertion  and  ambition  which  are  unchristian? 

2.  Is  it  agreed  that  we  unite  in  believing  in  the  absolute  value  of 
every  human  soul  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  in  the  equality  of  all  men 
before  God  as  the  subjects  of  one  redemption  offered  to  all  because 
all  have  sinned? 

3.  Is  it  agreed  that  this  equality  of  men  as  subjects  of  the  redemption 
in  Christ  does  away  in  the  Church  with  the  distinctions  of  race,  colour 
and  class,  and,  if  so,  in  what  sense? 

4.  Is  it  agreed  that,  inasmuch  as  all  men  have  one  Father  and  are 
therefore  brethren,  the  basis  of  all  social  ethic  is  the  principle  of  love? 

5.  Is  it  agreed  that  the  principle  of  love  involves  that  in  all  human 
society  the  objects  of  fellowship  and  service  must  be  pursued,  and 
rivalry  and  ambition  disowned  as  unchristian? 

6.  Is  it  agreed  that  property  must  be  regarded  as  a trust  and  not  as 
a possession? 

7.  Are  there  any  other  elements  of  the  Christian  ideal  which  it  would 
be  important  for  the  Conference  to  affirm? 
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Fifth  Series.  The  Sacraments. 


PART  I.  THE  TWO  RITES  WHICH  ALL  CHRISTIANS 
CALL  SACRAMENTS. 

1.  Should  the  united  Church  insist  that  all  persons  must  be  baptised 
before  they  can  become  members  of  the  Church  of  God? 

2.  Is  it  agreed  that  Baptism  must  be  with  water  and  in  the  name  of 
the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit? 

3.  May  all  other  points  about  Baptism  (e.g.,  who  may  baptise?)  be 
left  to  other  authorities  than  the  central  authority  of  the  Church? 

4.  (a)  Will  those  who  have  hitherto  disallowed  Infant  Baptism  be 
willing  to  be  members  of  the  united  Church  along  with  those  who  make 
a practice  of  baptising  infants?  and 

(b)  Will  those  who  make  a practice  of  baptising  infants  admit  that 
it  is  allowable  within  the  united  Church  for  individuals  or  communities 
to  refuse  to  baptise  persons  till  they  can  and  do  intelligently  profess 
their  faith? 

(c)  Are  there  any  other  difficulties  about  infant  baptism?  If  so, 
what  are  they  and  can  they  be  met? 

5.  Should  the  united  Church  insist  on  the  Lord’s  Supper  as  obligatory 
on  its  members? 

6.  What  is  necessary  for  the  celebration  of  this  Sacrament  in  regard 
to  (a)  its  matter  (bread  and  wine) , (b)  its  form  (the  words  to  be  used) , 
and  (c)  the  minister  of  the  Sacrament? 

7.  Is  the  holding  of  any  doctrine  concerning  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  to  be  regarded  as  necessary  to  its  due  celebration  or 
due  reception,  or  is  the  intention  to  do  what  the  Lord  did  and  com- 
manded to  be  done  sufficient  for  either  or  both? 

8.  If  there  be  any  doctrine  concerning  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  which  the  united  Church  should  regard  as  necessary  to  its  due 
celebration  or  due  reception,  what  is  that  doctrine? 

PART  II.  RITES  WHICH  MANY,  BUT  NOT  ALL,  CHRISTIANS 
CALL  SACRAMENTS. 

1.  (a)  Should  the  united  Church  hold  it  to  be  a matter  of  obligation 
for  all  baptised  persons  to  receive  Confirmation? 
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(b)  What  are  the  essential  parts  of  Confirmation  and  by  whom 
should  it  be  administered? 

(c)  What  steps  between  Baptism  and  admission  to  the  full  privi- 
leges of  membership  in  the  Church  are  taken  in  Churches  where  Con- 
firmation is  not  practised,  and  do  these  steps  involve  principles  of 
general  obligation? 

2.  What  should  the  united  Church  hold  or  allow  to  be  held  about 
confession  of  sins  and  absolution  of  the  penitent,  both  public  and 
private? 

3.  Should  the  united  Church  have  any  common  and  obligatory 
laws  about  marriage,  the  promise  to  keep  which  will  be  a condition  of 
the  solemnization  of  a marriage  by  the  Church  and  the  breach  of  which 
will  make  offenders  liable  to  excommunication?  If  so,  what  laws? 

4.  Should  the  united  Church  adopt  any  attitude  as  a body  towards 
the  unction  of  the  sick? 

5.  Should  the  united  Church  regard,  or  refuse  to  regard,  other  rites 
than  Baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper,  as  Sacraments,  or  permit  them 
to  be  so  regarded  by  those  who  wish  to  do  so? 

Note.  Orders,  about  which  subject  general  questions  were  included  in  the 
second  Series,  should  be  considered  under  question  5 of  this  series,  as  well  as  the  rites 
to  which  the  previous  questions  refer. 
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